Mission Statement:

“The Flathead County Planning & Zoning Of-
fice is committed to providing the highest
level of planning services. We will accomplish
this through employees who anticipate public
needs, and promote a work environment that
encourages creativity, communication and
cooperation. The Office will also encourage
professional development and training for all
staff members.”

Whether it’s warm weather boating or winter ice fishing,
our lakes lure us all outdoors to share this treasured
resource with family and friends.
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Our office and staff are here to help you manage and
preserve lake property for your enjoyment and the pres-
ervation of these unique and valuable waters.

Inside this brochure you will find nine
simple steps to lake enjoyment and
preserving lake and property values.

For more information, contact:

Flathead County Planning & Zoning
1035 First Avenue West

Kalispell, MT 59901

Phone: 406-751-8200

Fax: 406-751-8210

E-mail: planningweb@flathead.mt.gov
Website: http://flathead.mt.gov/
planning_zoning/
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L.ake & L.akeshore Protection

Flathead County is blessed with an abundance of
lakes, which offer irreplaceable recreational re-
sources to lakefront property owners and visitors
alike.

In order to protect these fragile environments and
preserve them for future enjoyment, the State of
Montana has enacted legislation that requires
counties to adopt and regulate lake and shoreline
construction permits on all lakes twenty acres or
greater.

The Flathead County Planning & Zoning office
manages the Lake & lLakeshore Protection Regu-
lations construction permit process under the gov-
ernance of the county Commissioners; and is here
to assist you with planning, permitting and execut-
ing your lakeshore projects to ensure continuing
enjoyment and protection of our lakes.
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1. Read the Regulations

FLATHEAD COLNTY
LAKE AND LAKESHORE PRUTECTION Once you have decided
REBULATIONS
what you want to do on
sirr your lake frontage, re-
= search the Lake & Lake-
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Mﬁm tions. That document is
) organized so that you
can find the kind of pro-

ject you are planning
and determine allowable dimensions,
materials, setback requirements and
permit requirements.

2. Plan your Project

When you
have famil-
iarized
yourself
with the
standards
for lake construction, you or your con-
tractor must prepare a drawing, or set
of drawings, providing additional infor-
mation as needed for our staff to review
and approve your project.

3. Document the Site

Using a copy of your sur-
vey, a print out from the
Global Information Sys-
tem, or other documen-
tation source, draw a
site plan, per the instruc-
tions in the regulation book and applica-
tion. Be sure to include all existing
structures within the regulated area,
and note any natural features that may
affect your project, such as imbedded
boulders, adjacent wetlands or streams.

4. Complete the Application
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form completely, attach-
— ing all required docu-
= mentation, and any sup-

S ( porting materials. If your
/ project includes amend-
ing or modifying the

shoreline or lake bot-
tom, photographs will be required. If
you can provide the pictures your permit
process will be accomplished more
quickly.

5. Submit and Pay Fees

Check your applica-
tion for all elements
and mail, or bring it to
our office. Fees are
calculated on a ‘per
item’ basis. You can
combine multiple pro-
jects into a single permit, or we can
break the steps down into separate per-
mits to help you schedule the work At
the time of submittal, you will be as-
signed a file number. Please use this
reference number in any inquiries re-
garding your permit. Permits are valid
for one year from issue date.

6. Schedule a Site Visit
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All but the simplest
projects require a
staff visit to assess
on-site conditions.
While it is not neces-
sary that you be
there, if there are
any questions, comments or recommen-
dations your participation will keep
things moving. Your project may require
amendment or modification after our
visit and site evaluation.

7. Get & Post the Permit
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Unless otherwise
authorized by staff
you may NOT start
your project until
you actually receive
and POST your per-
mit at the job site.
Hint—in summer
post so it can be
seen from the lake,
in winter from the road or street. If you
start before you receive a permit we will
get calls, and the after-the-fact fees are
FOUR TIMES the regular permit rates.

8. Complete your Project

As you build,
confirm that you
are in compli-
ance with your
plans and the
conditions of
your permit,
which can be
quite specific. If
you must change or alter your project
due to unforeseen circumstances CALL
US. We'll help you with the problems. If
you make changes without prior ap-
proval, you may be required to remove
the unauthorized work. Remember to
call our office upon completion.

9. Enjoy your Lake!

We all love
our lake
waters.
Thank you
for your
part in protecting and preserving this
unique resource.




